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Morphology is the one field of study in micro linguistics that studies morphemes 
that can be used to form a sentence in a language. Each language has each own 
morphology system. It means that each language has it own way to the words. One 
of the famous etnic languages is spoken by the people in Rote Ndao Regency. The 
purpose of this research is to study the form of compound words and types of 
compound words in the Bilba dialect. This research is a type of qualitative research 
that aims to describe the forms and types of compound words in the Bilba dialect. 
The data used in this study were taken from informants who are native speakers of 
the Bilba dialect through observation and interviews in the field. The analysis 
shows that compound words in Bilba dialect are formed by the combination of two 
words that have different meanings in the same class of words or not. In Bilba 
dialect there are seven processes of compound words that can be classified into 
three types of compound words namely, compound nouns, compound verbs, and 
compound adjectives. 
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A. Background  
Linguistics is a science about language that is learned by humans and 
examined the intricacies and all the elements contained in the language. 
Martinet (1987:19), stated that linguistics is the science that takes language as 
the object of study. In linguistics, it is divided into two parts, namely the 
internal and external parts. The two parts are micro linguistics as an internal 
and macro linguistic as an external part. 
Micro linguistics learns about the internal parts of the language itself and 
the elements in it. While macro linguistics learns about how the language is 
implemented in other fields of study besides the study of language. The fields 
of study in micro linguistics are Phonology, Morphology, Syntax, Semantics, 
and Lexicology. While the fields of study contained in macro linguistics are, 
sociolinguistics, psycholinguistics, anthropologylinguistics, ethnolinguistics, 
neurolinguistics, philosophy of language, stylistics, philology, and 
dialectology. 
Morphology is the one field of study in micro linguistics that studies 
morphemes that can be used to form a sentence in a language. The same thing 
was stated by Verhaar (1996:19) that, morphology is one branch of 
linguistics that studies the formation of words or morphemes in language as a 
grammatical unit. The word formation process called compound words. The 
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process is done by combining two morphemes (free morpheme) or more, to 
form of a word with the new meanings and inseparable. In addition, the 
compound words process can also produce new words in the form of 
compound noun, compound verb, and compound adjective. 
Each language has each own morphology system. It means that each 
language has it own way to the words. The process of word formation in the 
language is very unique. It also occured in one of language in East Nusa 
Tenggara Province. In East Nusa Tenggara Province, there are a lof of etnic 
language. One of the famous etnic languages is spoken by the people in Rote 
Ndao Regency. 
Based on data that obtained from the official website of Rote Ndao 
Regency government, this regency has total area 1280.10 km 2 consisting of 
96 islands where 6 inhabited islands (Rote Island with an area of 97,854 Ha, 
Usu Island with an area of 1,940 Ha, Nuse Island 643 Ha, and Do'o Island 
with 192 Ha area, and 90 islands are not inhabited by humans). 
Geographically, Rote Ndao Regency is located between 10 degrees 25 '- 11 
degrees South Latitude and 121 degrees 49 - 123 degrees 26 East Longitude. 
In general, the Rote Ndao Language has nine dialects according to Manafe 
(In Ingguoe, 2015). There are Oepao, Ringgou, and Landu dialects; Bilba, 
Diu, Lelenuk dialects; Korbaffo dialect; Termanu, Keka, Talae dialects; 
Bokai dialect; Ba’a and Loleh dialects; Dengka and Lelain dialects; Ti 
dialect; and the last is Oenale and Delha dialects. In narrative, each dialect 
has difference from the other dialects in pronunciation, intonation, and also   
the use of vowel. 
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In the structure of the Bilba dialect, there is the use of compound words. 
For an example is the word ‘Lu o’e’ in Bilba dialect. The word ‘Lu o’e’ itself 
is formed from two free morphemes which have meaning namely, the word 
‘Lu’ which means ‘Eye’ and ‘O'e’ which means ‘Water’. When the two 
morphemes are combined, the word ‘Lu o’e’ is formed which means ‘Tears’. 
Based on one of these examples, it can be shown that there is indeed a use of 
compound words in the structure of the Bilba dialect. 
Based on the example described above, the researcher very interested in 
examining the process of compound words and the types of compound words 
found in Bilba dialect. In addition, the researcher chose the Bilba dialect 
because there is no researcher had made research using this dialect as the 
object of his research. This can be proven by the lack of research that uses 
this dialect. Therefore, the title taken by the researcher in this study is 
‘Compound Word Analysis of Bilba Dialect in Rotenese Language’. 
 
B. Research Problems 
1. What are the types of compound words in Bilba dialect? 
2. How are the process of compound words used in Bilba dialect? 
 
C. Aims and Benefits 
Based on the objectives to be achieved, the writing of this research would 
be able to provide aims and benefits in English language education both 





The implementation of a study based on certain objectives to be 
achieved. In this case, the objectives to be achieved by the researcher 
are: 
1) To identify the types of compound words that are contained in 
Bilba dialect.. 
2) To describe the process of compound words used in Bilba 
dialect. 
2. Benefits 
  Based on the objectives to be achieved, this research can be able to 
provide benefits in English language education both directly and 
indirectly. The benefits are: 
1) Practical benefits 
Practically, this research can be used as an ingredient that 
can enrich linguistic studies in the field of morphology. In 
addition, this research can be used to completing the task of 
final lectures and to get a bachelor’s degree in education at 
English study program of Citra Bangsa University Kupang. 
2) Theoretical benefits 
The writing of this research will use the theory of 
compound words by Quirk (1985) and Carstairs (2002) about 
the understanding of compound words and the types of 




D. Scope of Writing 
The scope of writing in this study is useful to clarify and maintain that the 
discussion does not come out of the way determined. Therefore, the 
researcher will focus on the types of compound words in and the process of 
forming compound words in Bilba dialect. So the discussion that outside of 
the problem, will not be discussed. 
 
E. Definition of Terms 
In writing this research, there are several terms used by the researcher to 
clearly describe or explain each process in this study. The definitions of the 
terms that will be used by the researcher are as follow: 
1. Analysis 
Analysis is an activity to find, describe, explain, or sort things 
which are then grouped according to existing criteria standards. 
According to Darminto, dkk (2002), analysis activities are the 
decomposition of a subject on its various parts and the study of the part 
itself, as well as the relationship between parts to obtain proper 
understanding and understanding of the overall meaning. 
2. Compound Words 
Compound word is part of a morphological study that learns about 
merging two or more morphemes to produce new words with the new 
meanings and inseparable. Then explained that the compounding 
occurs by combining a word with other words so that the combination 
of words causes the meaning of a new word that is not the same as the 
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original meaning of each of the words, but the meaning can still be 
traced to the meaning of each word joined (Alwi, dkk. 1998:151). 
3. Rotenese Language 
Rotenese Language is a regional language developed and used by 
Rote Ndao Regency, East Nusa Tenggara. According to Fox in 
Ingguoe (1996:196), Rotenese language also spoken by the society that 
lived out of the island, such as Kupang, Tarus, Oesapa, Babau, Oesao, 
Nunkurus, Pariti, Sulamu, Camplong, Soe, Tuatuka, Naus, Naikliu, 
Oepoli, Kefa, Atapupu, and Lifao in Timor Leste,  
4. Bilba Language 
Bilba Language is one of the nine languages that found in Rote 
Ndao Regency, East Nusa Tenggara. The language developed and was 
specifically used by people from Bilba, East Rote, East Nusa 
Tenggara. Bilba's language has a characteristic that distinguishes it 
from other rote languages namely, for each word spoken uses more 
letters L. Besides that, differences in pronunciation and distinctive 
intonation also make Bilba's language is different from the others. 
Although there are differences, there are also several words that are 
different in pronunciation but still have the same meaning.  
 
F. Organization of Writing 
Chapter I Introduction consists of six parts in it. The first is background, 
research problems, aims and benefits, scope of writing, definition of terms, 
and the last is organization of writing. Chapter II Review of Related 
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Literature consists of two parts in it. The first is the concept and theory of this 
study and the last is the related research, which explains the results of the 
research which is a reference for research by researcher. 
Chapter III Research Method consists of five parts. There are research 
design, location and schedule, research instrument, data collection technique, 
and the last part is data analysis technique. 
Chapter IV Findings and Discussion consists of two parts. There are 
findings of the research and discussion of the research. 
Chapter V Conclusion consist of two parts. There are conclusion of the 


















REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
 
 
A. Concept and Theory 
 Concepts and theories are a foundation and also overviews in the form of 
reviews that can explain the content behind the problems being discussed. 
The following are the concepts and theories used by the researcher in writing 
this research: 
1. Morphology 
 Morphology is one of the areas of linguistics studies that study 
about morphemes and all the elements contained. Similarly, Samsuri 
(2003:15) also defines morphology as a linguistic branch that studies 
the structure and form of words. Because learning about the ins and 
outs of words, it can be said that morphology also learns about the 
function of changes in the form of words in it such as grammatical 
functions and semantic functions. 
2. Morpheme 
 Morpheme is the smallest part studied in the field of morphology 
studies. Furthermore, the morpheme can also be said as a grammatical 
unit that can be either a word or an affix. According to Ramlan (1983), 
the morpheme  is the smallest grammatical unit that has no other unit 
than its element. Besides morphemes, there are also other elements 
called allomorphs and morphs. Morph is a member of the morpheme 
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whose distribution has not been determined and its status is unknown. 
Whereas allomorphs are variations in the associated morpheme forms 
caused by the environment. In the study of morphology, morphemes 
are divided into two types, namely free morpheme and bound 
morpheme. 
a. Free Morpheme 
 Free morpheme is a morpheme that can stand alone and has 
a lexical meaning. According to Yule (2006), free concepts that 
can stand by themselves as single words. In addition, free 
morphemes can also be in the form of basic words or words. 
For example, shoes, tables, books, and so on. 
b. Bound Morpheme 
 Bound morpheme is a morpheme that is always bound to 
other morphemes to form a word that has a lexical meaning. 
According to Yule (2006), bound morphs are those forms that 
cannot normally stand alone and are typically attached to 
another form. 
 Another opinion expressed by other linguists is Crystal 
(1997), which explains that bound morphemes cannot stand 
alone without affixation. For example as in the word 
‘unconditionally’, this word consists of three morphemes 
namely un-, conditional, and ly-. The conditional word is a free 
morpheme while the un-morpheme and ly- are bound 
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morphemes that require other morphemes to be able to form 
words and meanings. 
3. Word Formation 
 Word formation is the process used to generate a new word. 
According to Huddleston, et al (2000), the process of word formation 
occurs in many languages for all grammatical needs. There are several 
word-forming processes studied in morphological studies such as those 
proposed by Yule (1985:51), word formation process is a way of 
forming new words or terms from the use of old words. The process 
consists of affixation, compounding, blending, clipping, back-
formation, conversion, acronyms, and derivation. 
4. Compound Words 
 The compound word is one of the words consisting of the base 
word, the derivative, the word repeat, and the compound word. The 
compound word itself can be interpreted as merging two or more 
morphemes to form a new word. According to Quirk, et al 
(1985:1567), a compound is a lexical unit consisting of more than one 
base and functioning both grammatically and semantically as a single 
word. New words that have been formed usually cannot be separated 
because it will cause a different meaning. 
 According to Carstairs (2002, 59-63) types of compound word are 
divided into three, they are compound noun or commonly said as noun 
head word, compound verb or commonly said as verb head word, and 
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compound adjective or commonly said as adjective head word. The 
following is an explanation of these types: 
1) Compound Noun 
 Compound noun is a combination of noun with noun and 
adding the other part of speech that makes noun his head, for 
the example: 
a) Noun + Noun 
 Text  +  book = Textbook 
 Hand  +  book = Handbook 
 History  + book = History book 
 
b) Verb + Noun 
 Jump   +   suite = Jumpsuit 
 Pick   +   pocket = Pickpocket 
 Run  +  way = Runway 
 
c) Adjective + Noun 
 Green  +  house = Green house  
 Blue  +  bird = Bluebird 







2) Compound Verb 
 Compound verb is a compound verb combination with verb 
and the other part of speech which then generates words that 
have new meaning, for the example: 
a) Verb + Verb 
 Drop +  kick = Dropkick 
 Break  +  dance = Breakdance 
 Dive  +  bomb = Divebomb 
 
b) Noun + Verb 
 Brain  +  wash = Brainwash 
 House  + keep = Housekeep 
 Book  + keep = Book keep 
 
c) Adjective + Verb 
 White+ wash = Whitewash 
 Dry + clean = Dryclean 
 Sweet + talk = Sweet talk 
  
3) Compound Adjective 
 Compound adjective is generated by adding adjective to 
other part of speech to form a new word by placing adjective 




a) Adjective + Adjective 
 Light   +  brown = Light brown 
 Dark  +    blue = Dark blue 
 Light  +    blue = Light blue 
 
b) Noun + Adjective 
 Ice  +  cold  = Icecold 
 Car   +   sick = Carsick 
 Sea   +    sick = Seasic 
 
B. Related Research 
 In this writing, the researcher need a reference or a benchmark used in the 
research that will be conducted. This is done to make it easier for researcher 
and also to avoid duplication in research. For this reason, the researcher uses 
several previous studies that have relevance to the research that is to be 
carried out. 
 The first research was conducted by I Wayan Budiarta (2016) from the 
University of Marwadewa entitled ‘Compound Words in Dawan Language’. 
This research is a qualitative research with a descriptive approach that aims 
to find out and describe the types and structures of compound words in the 
language of the noble. The data used in this study, obtained from informantts 
who are native speakers of the language who certainly understand the 
language and the informantts are also not limited in terms of age or education 
level. Then to get the data, the researcher prepared a list of questions that 
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were applied with interview techniques. From this study, the researchers 
succeeded in finding four types of compound words in the language, namely: 
(1) Compound noun, (2) Compound verb, (3) Compound adjective (4) 
Compound Preposition. 
 The equation obtained from this study with the research that the 
researchers do can be seen from the research problems raised. But the 
research that will be conducted is in a different place and language. Then in 
terms of determining the informant, there are no specific restrictions or 
qualifications that are imposed such as in terms of age or education level. 
then the same thing can also be seen from the data collection techniques used 
to obtain the data needed in the study. 
 The second study was conducted by Hasmayati, Hasnah Faizah AR, and 
Auzar (2016) from University of Riau entitled ‘Compound word of Riau 
Malay Language Tarempa Dialect‘. This research is also a qualitative 
research with a descriptive approach that aims to describe the types, 
processes of formation, and also the meaning contained in compound words 
in the language. Next to get the data needed, researchers used the interview 
method to the intended informantts. For this reason, researchers provide 
specific limits or qualifications in selecting informant based on their level of 
education, age, and physical health. The selected informant must have the 
lowest level of education in elementary schools, physically healthy, ages 
ranging from 16-60 years, and the number of informants is only 12 people. 
From this study, the researchers succeeded in finding four types of compound 
words in the Malay language of the tarempa dialect, namely: (1) nouns + 
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nouns, (2) nouns + verbs, (3) adverbial + nouns, (4) nouns + unique 
morphemes. 
 This research is also focused on finding out about the types of compoud 
words in the intended language and also describing them. But in this study, 
there are differences with the research that will be conducted by researchers 
which can be seen from the implementation of restrictions on the number of 
informantts, age, physical health, and also the level of education. 
 The third study was conducted by Denise Sheilla Noumianty (2016) from 
Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic University Jakarta, entitled ‘An Analysis of 
Compound Words on Culinary Terms in Masterchef U.S. Season 7 (2016)’. 
This research is a descriptive qualitative research that aims to describe the 
type and meaning of compound words contained in the event. Next to collect 
data, the researcher used a purposive sampling technique and note taking 
technique. Using this technique, researchers found 15 food terms used in the 
last five episodes of Masterchef U.S. Season 7 as the data. Then to analyze 
the compound words process, researchers used the theory from Rochelle 
Lieber as the main theory combined with the theory of Ingo Plag and also 
Stephen Ullman. Based on 15 names of food menus used by researchers as 
data, the results obtained by researchers are: (1) 12 attributive compound, (2) 
2 subordinative compound, and (3) 1 coordinate compound. Then from word 
stress, there are 10 culinary terms which are classified as: (1) Compound 
noun, (2) Compound Adje ctive, and (3) Compound verbs. Meanwhile, 
researchers also classify the meaning of compound words which have 
transparent and opaque meaning. Compound words have 13 data which are 
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included in the meaning of transparency and the remaining 2 data are 
included in opaque meaning. 
 This study also has similarities in terms of existing compound words 
description; the difference between the researches that will be conducted does 
not discuss the meaning in compound words in Masterchef U.S. Season 7. 
Besides having similarities, there are also differences that can be seen from 
the data sources used in this study. If the two previous studies used 
informants, then the third previous study used the last five episodes of 
Masterchef U.S. Season 7 as the data source. To collect data, the researcher 
used a purposive sampling technique and note taking technique which was 
combined with the mentioned theories to analyze the data. 
 Based on the three previous studies, it can be concluded that there are 
similarities with the research that will be carried out by the researcher in 
terms of finding out about the type of compound word and also describing it. 
However, there are slight differences in determining the informants, data 











RESEARCH METHOD  
 
 
In this chapter, the researcher will discuss in the detail each step that will 
be passed by the researcher in conducting this research. The things to be discussed 
in this chapter start from the research design, location and schedule, research 
instrument, research subject, data collecting techniques, and data analysis 
techniques. All of these steps are ways that must be passed by researcher to be 
able to answer every problem that is in this study. 
 
A. Research Design 
This research is entitled ‘Compound Words Analysis of Bilba Dialect in 
Rotenese Language’. The type of research that used by the researcher is 
qualitative descriptive research. According to Bodgan and Taylor, (1975:5), 
qualitative research is s research that produces descriptive data in the form of 
words in written and oral form of people and observed behavior. Then 
according to Best (1982:119), descriptive research is the one type of research 
method that trying to describe and interpret objects according to what they 
are. Based on these two statements, it can be concluded that in qualitative 
research does not require significant calculations to answer every problem in 
this study. The researcher will use this method to analysis the compound 




B. Location and Schedule  
The place that is used as a research location by the researcher is in 
Lakamola village, Eastern Rote, Rote-Ndao Regency, East Nusa Tenggara 
Province. This village is one of the ten villages in the eastern Rote sub-
district (Indonesian Wikipedia). This place is chosen by researchers as the 
location of the study based on the following considerations: 
1. The Bilba language to be studied is the language that used by the 
majority of the people who live in this village 
2. Lakamola village strips the location of the Nusak Bilba center or in 
its history is the center of Bilba's kingdom.. 
Furthermore, this research will be taken place after the seminar research 
that is held on September until Desember.  
  
C. Research Subject 
Research subject are people who made by the researcher as data source 
or source of information for the research problem that they do. According to 
Arikunto, (2007:152), the research subject is very important position in the 
research; research subject must be arranged before the researcher is ready to 
collect the data. It means that, the research subject must be prepared as well 
to answer the questions that exist through the interaction conducted by the 
researcher and the research subject. 
Research subject in this study are four people who are the native of 
Lakamola village, which is the location of the research that has been 
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determined by the researcher. As for some of the conditions determined by 
researcher in determining the research subject, namely: 
1. Research subject is the native speakers of Bilba dialect. 
2. Research subject must be able to speak in Indonesian. 
3. The age of research subject is not limited by the researcher. 
4. The education level of the research subject is not limited by the 
researcher. 
5. Research subjects can provide data or information correctly and 
without coercion. 
 
D. Research Instrument 
The research instrument is a tool that used by researcher to gather 
information and data needed so that they can answer all the problems 
contained in the research. Research instruments used by the researcher must 
be appropriate when used with data collection methods in the field. The 
research instruments that will be used in this study are: 
1. Observation 
Observation is an activity of observing an object carefully and 
directly at the research location. In conducting observation, the 
researcher used the list of words as a guide to get the required data. In 
addition, the researcher also use observation technique to find out the 






The interview technique that used in qualitative research is in-
depth interviews. With this technique, informant and researcher can 
interact directly with the question and answer method to get the 
information needed in research. However, this technique requires 
researcher to be able to explore as much information as possible by 
giving questions that are easy for researchers to understand.  
 
E. Data Collecting Technique  
Data collection is one of the important stages in this study. This is said to 
be important because at this stage, the researcher must use appropriate 
techniques to collect the data from previously determined research objects. 
Data collection techniques that used must also be adjusted to the type of 
research that is being carried out, because it will be affect the process of data 
collection. The following are the steps that the researcher uses to collect the 
data:   
1. The researcher determines the informants who are qualified in the 
language. 
2. The researcher determines the right time to meet the informant. 
3. The researcher prepares a list of words that will be filled in by the 
informants. 
4. The researcher will interview and request information from the 




5. Data in the form of speech from the informant will be written 
entirely  by the researcher. In addition, the researcher will be also 
record the speech to avoid the risk of errors in writing or losing the 
data. 
6. The researcher will ensure the correctness of information provided 
by the informant so that the data obtained can be accounted by the 
researcher. 
 
F. Data Analysis Technique 
Data analysis technique is an activity carried out to manage all data that 
has been obtained from informants in the form of audio recordings, videos, 
manuscripts, books, and notes made by researchers to produce conclusions 
from the research that will be conducted. In this study, researchers used data 
analysis techniques as follows: 
1. Transcription 
This technique is used after the researcher gets all of the 
data needed. Data that has been obtained, will be selected or 
filtered by the researcher to find data that is suitable and can be 
used in this study. 
2. Classifying 
This technique is used to separate or select data that has 
been obtained by the researcher. By using this technique, the 
researcher will be easier to choose the right data and according to 




This technique by the researcher to explain the result that 
have been obtained clearly and in detail. With these result, the 
researcher can be able to answer every problem in this study and 























FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
 
A. Findings 
The main purpose of writing in this part, is present the findings that has 
been obtained by the researcher during the research process. These findings 
are the data in the form of compound words in the Bilba dialect which is the 
object of research conducted by researchers. Based on the observation and 
interview conducted by the researcher in the field, it indicates that the process 
of compound words in the Bilba dialect consists of several combinations. The 
data can be presented as follows: 
1. Noun Combined with noun 
Based on the data obtained in the field, it shows that there is a 
combination of nouns and other nouns in Bilba dialects that formed 
the compound words. After doing the observation the researcher 
got thirty one data. In Bilba dialect, this combination belongs to the 
most used combination and productive combination in producing 









Table  4.1. Noun Combined with Noun 
No 
NOUN + NOUN 
Compound words 
in  Bilba dialect 
N1 N2 Meaning 
























D5 Ulek sasue 
Ulek 
































D11 Lelesu do 

































































D22 Hete moo Hete Moo Savannah 
26 
 
 ‘Field’ ‘Grass’ 

















































2. Adjective Combined with Noun 
Based on data obtained in the field, it shows that in addition to 
the combination of noun and noun there is also a combination of 
adjectives and nouns in the Bilba dialect which is only one data. 
This combination does not produce many compound words in 
Bilba dialect. The data can be seen in the table below: 
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Table 4.2. Adjective Combined with Noun 
No 
ADJECTIVE + NOUN 
Compound words 
in Bilba dialect 
Adj1 N2 Meaning 
D31 Malole takadalu 
Malole 





3. Verb Combined with Noun 
Based on data obtained in the field, it shows the combinations 
of verb and noun in Bilba dialect. Based on the data above, this 
combination produces compound words that are slightly more than 
the previous combination. The data can be seen in the table below: 
 
Table 4.3. Verb Combined with Noun  
No 
VERB + NOUN 
Compound words 
in Bilba dialect 
V1 N2 Meaning 







































4. Noun Combined with Verb 
The data obtained in the field, shows the same thing as the 
previous combination that the compound words produced through 
this combination are less productive like other combinations. 
Nevertheless this combination is still counted as a combination of 
compound words contained in the Bilba dialect. The data can be 
seen in the table below: 
 
Table 4.4. Noun Combined with Verb 
No 
NOUN + VERB 
Compound words 
in Bilba dialect 
N1 V2 Meaning 



























5. Verb Combined with Verb 
The data obtained in the field, shows that there is a 
combination of verb and verb in the Bilba dialect which is a 
compound of only one data. Although the results obtained are very 
minimal, but this combination is still counted as a combination of 
compound words in the Bilba dialect and is always used in 
communication. The data can be seen in the table below: 
 
Table 4.5. Verb Combined with Verb 
No 
VERB + VERB 
Compound words 
in Bilba dialect 
V1 V2 Meaning 













6. Noun Combined with adjective 
Based on data obtained in the field, it shows that there is a 
combination of nouns and adjectives in the Bilba dialect which is a 
compound word. After doing the observation, researcher got 
twelve data. The data can be seen in the table below: 
 
Table 4.6. Noun Combined with Adjective 
No 
NOUN + ADJECTIVE 
Compound words 
in Bilba dialect 
N1 Adj2 Meaning 













































Dry rice field 

























7. Adjective Combined with Adjective 
Based on data obtained in the field, it shows that there is a 
combination between adjective and adjective. After doing the 
observation, researcher got six data of compound words in Bilba 
dialect. The data can be seen in the following table: 
 
Table 4.7. Adjective Combined with Adjective 
No 
ADJECTIVE + ADJECTIVE 
Compound words 
in Bilba dialect 
Adj1 Adj2 Meaning 


































   
The data in the form of combinations that have been described, prove that 
in the dialect there are combinations that form compound words. The 
combinations come from different word classes, but when combined they will 
become a compound words that have new forms and meanings in the dialect. 
Furthermore, these combinations will enter into a more detailed discussion of 
each existing word class combination to find answers for this research. 
 
B. Discussion 
The results of data analysis show that in the Bilba dialect there are seven 
compound words processes as described in the findings. Therefore, in this 
part the researcher will discuss in more detail about each of these compound 
words processes. This discussion will be divided into two main points, which 
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discuss the process of compound words and also the types of compound 
words contained in the Bilba dialect. 
1. Compound Words in Bilba Dialect 
 The first part of this discussion will explain each combination that 
forms compound words in the Bilba dialect. The data can be seen as 
follow. 
a. Noun (N) + Noun (N) 
Based on the data that has been described in table 4.1 in the 
findings, it shows that the construction of compound words 
contained in the Bilba dialect is formed by the combination of 
noun (N) and noun (N). In this combination, one noun will 
function as the modifier while the other noun will function as a 
head of the words. This combination is formed by the words 
that have different meanings, but when these words are 
combined it will form a new word in compound words form 
that has a new meaning. 
Example (D1), shows the combination of (N1) tati which 
means 'expert' as a modifier with (N2) nanosi which means 
'heir' as the head so as to produce compound words tati nanosi 
which means 'heirs'. Then in example (D2), shows a 
combination of (N1) tasi which means ‘sea’ as modifier and 
(N2) oe which means ‘water’ as head. The combination 
produces a new word tasi oe which means 'sea water'. In 
example (D3), a combination of (N1) muli which means 'west' 
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as a modifier with (N2) kii which means 'power' as the head 
that produces the word muli kii which means 'southwest'. In 
example (D4), the combination of (N1) heda which means 
'stairs' as a modifier with (N2) ana which means 'child' as head. 
The combination of these two words produces a new word 
heda ana which means 'stairs'. The last example is (D5), which 
is a combination of (N1) ulek which means 'worm' as a 
modifier with (N2) sasue which means ‘silk’ as the head so that 
formed the word ulek sasue which means ‘silk worm’. The 
same thing applies to the example (D6-D31) in table 4.1 on the 
findings, which is also formed from a combination of nouns 
(N) with nouns (N) that produces new words and meanings. 
 
b. Adjective (Adj) + Noun (N) 
Data in table 4.2 in the findings  shows the combination of 
adjective (Adj) and noun (N). In this combination, adjective 
has a function as the modifier while the noun will be the head. 
This combination is formed by the words that have different 
meanings, but when these words are combined it will form a 
new word that has a new meaning. 
The example (D31), shows the combination of (Adj1) 
malole which means 'polite' as modifier with (N2) takadalu 
which means 'manner' as the head so that it produces 
compound words malole takadalu which means 'courteous'. 
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c. Verb (V) + Noun (N) 
Data in table 4.3 in the findings section shows the 
combination of verb (V) and noun (N). In this combination, the 
verb will function as the modifier, while the noun will function 
as the head. This combination is formed by the words that have 
different meanings, but when these words are combined it will 
form a new word that has a new meaning in the form of 
compound words. 
Example (D32), shows the combination of (V1) safe which 
means 'wash' as a modifier with (N2) dak which means 'blood' 
as the head that produce compound words safe dak  which 
mean 'hemodialysis'. Then in example (D33), shows a 
combination of (V1) la’o that has a meaning ‘walk’ as modifier 
and (N2) lafo meaning ‘rat’ as head. The combination produces 
the new word la'o lafo which means 'path'. In example (D34), a 
combination of (V1) minak which means ‘play’ as a modifier 
with (N2) mata which means ‘eyes’ as the head that produces a 
new word minak mata which means ‘wink’. In example (D35), 
a combination of (V1) na’a which means 'eat' as a modifier and 
(N2) hatu which means 'evening' as the head. The combination 
of these two words produces the new word na'a hatu which 
means 'dinner'. Example (D36), which is a combination of (V1) 
huke which means ‘request’ as modifier with (N2) ijin which 
means ‘permission’ as the head so that formed the word huke 
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ijin is which means ‘permission’. And the last is example 
(D37), which is a combination of (V1) po'a which means 'spill' 
as a modifier with (N2) dak which means 'blood' that has a 
function as the head that produces a new word po'a dak which 
means ‘mother land'. 
 
d. Noun (N) + Verb (V) 
Data in table 4.4 in the findings, shows that compound 
words are formed by a combination of nouns (N) that combined 
with verbs (V). The two words have their respective meanings 
and after being combined, the two words turn into a new word 
that also has a new meaning. In this combination, noun has a 
function as the modifier while verb has a function as the head 
of word.   
In example (D38), it can be seen that the compound words 
are a combination of (N1) mei which means ‘table’ and has a 
function as a modifier that combined with (V2) na’a which 
means ‘eat’ and has a function as the head that produces the 
word mei na’a which means ‘dinning table’. Then in example 
(D39), the combination of (N1) mei wich means ‘table’ that has 
a function as a modifier that combined with the (V2) dadui 
which means ‘write’ that has a functions as the head that 
produces the new word mei dadui which means ‘desk’. Next in 
example (D40), which is also formed by combination of (N1) 
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papa which means ‘board’ that has a function as a modifier and 
the (V2) dadui which means ‘write’ that has a function as a 
head that produces the word papa dadui which means 
‘whiteboard’. Example (D41), also shows the same thing, that 
is the combination of (N1) mamanak which means ‘place‘ that 
has a function as a modifier and the (V2) nakatu which means 
‘sit’ that has a function as a head that produces the word 
mamanak nakatu which means ‘seat’.  
 
e. Verb (V) + Verb (V) 
The data in table 4.5 in the findings, shows that compound 
words are formed by the combination of verb (V) and other 
verb (V) which have different meanings. The verb has a 
function as the modifier and the other verb has a function as the 
head of the word. By this combination, then brings up a new 
word that also has a new meaning that is different from the 
previous meaning. 
In example (D42), it can be seen that the compound words 
are formed by a combination of (V1) balakai which means 
‘stand’ that has a function as a modifier and (V2) naseli which 
means ‘throw down’ as the head that produces the word 





f. Noun (N) + Adjective (Adj) 
Data in table 4.6 in the findings, shows that this 
combination consists of an compounding between noun (N) 
and Adjective (Adj) that has a purpose to form new words and 
new meanings as well. In this combination, noun (N) has a 
function as modifier while adjective (Adj) has a function as the 
head of the word. 
In example (D43), it can be seen that the compound words 
are formed by combination of (N1) oe which means ‘water’ 
that has a function as modifier that combined with (Adj2) 
minalea which means ‘tasteless’ as the head that produces the 
new word oe minalea which means ‘fresh water’. Then in 
example (D44), the combination of (N1) laisona which means 
‘onion’ that has a function as a modifier combined with the 
(Adj2) pila which means ‘red’ that has a function as the head of 
word. By this combination that produces the new word laisona 
pila which means ‘red onion’. Furthermore, in example (D45), 
which is also formed by a combination of the (N1) laisona 
which means ‘onoin’ that has a function as a modifier and the 
(Adj2) tula which means ‘white’ that has a function as the head 
of word that produces the new word laisona tula which means 
‘garlic’. Then example (D46), also shows the same thing, that 
is the combination of (N1) lopo which means ‘pants’ that has a 
function as a modifier and the (Adj2) nalu which means ‘long’ 
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that has a function as the head of the words that produces the  
new word lopo nalu which means ‘long pants’. The same thing 
applies to examples (D47), the combination of (N1) lopo which 
means ‘pants’ that has a function as a modifier and the (Adj2) 
kaketa which means ‘short’ that has a function as the head of 
the words that produce e new word lopo kaketa which means 
‘shorts’. The same thing applies to the example (D48-D54) in 
table 4.6 on the findings, which is also formed by the 
combination of noun (N) with adjective (Adj) that produces 
new words and meanings. 
 
g. Adjective (Adj) + Adjective (Adj) 
Data in table 4.7 in the findings, shows that compound 
words consists of an combination between noun (Adj) and 
Adjective (Adj) that has a purpose to form a new words and 
new meanings. In this combination, the adjective (Adj) has the 
function as the modifier while the other adjective (Adj) has the 
function as the head of words.  
In example (D55), it can be seen that the compound words 
are formed by the combination of (Adj1) ngeo which means 
‘black’ that has a function as the modifier and the (Adj2) makek 
which means ‘sweet’ that has a function as the head of the 
words that produces the new word ngeo makek which means 
‘black sweet’. Then in example (D56), the combination of 
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(Adj1) palau which means ‘dry’ that has a functions as the 
modifier that combined with the (Adj2) kulus which means 
‘thin’ that has a functions as the head of the words that 
produces the new word palau kulus which means ‘skinny’. 
Next in example (D57), which formed by a combination of 
(Adj1) noe which means ‘wealt’ as the modifier and (Adj2) nau 
which means ‘soft’ as the head of the words that produces the 
new word noe nau which means ‘graceful’. 
In the example (D58), the combination of (Adj1) pila which 
means ‘red’ as the modifier and the (Adj2) modo which means 
‘young’ as the head of the words that produces the new word 
pila modo which means ‘pink’. The same thing applies to 
example (D59), that shows the combination of (Adj1) lolona 
which means ‘wide’ as the modifier with the (Adj2) nalu which 
means ‘long’ that has a function as the head of the words that 
produce a new word lolona nalu which means ‘elaborate’. The 
same thing applies to the example (D62) in table 4.7 on the 
findings, which is also formed from a combination of adjective 
and adjective that produces new words and meanings. 
 
2. Types of Compound Words in Bilba Dialect 
The first part of this chapter has answered and explained the 
process of combining compound words in the Bilba dialect. In this 
part, the researcher will answer the problems that have been 
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previously presented in chapter I about the types of compound words 
contained in the Bilba dialect. Based on the previous discussion, then 
below the researcher will be explain about the types of compound 
words that exist in the Bilba dialect. 
a. Compound Noun: Noun as the Head of Compound Words 
Previously it has been explained that, this type of 
compound words is formed by combining noun (N) as the head 
with verb (V), adjective (Adj), and the other noun (N) as the 
modifiers of the compound words. The data of compound noun 
or noun as the head of compound words can be seen in the 
table below. 
 

































The example in the table shows that the compound words 
are formed by a combination of two word elements. Each of 
these words contains different meanings, but when combined 
into one these words can produce a new word with a new 
meaning. In examples (D1-D2), it appears that the examples are 
compound words formed by a combination of noun (N) and 
noun (N). Then in example (D32), it appears that the compound 
words are a combination of adjective (Adj) with noun (N). And 
the last examples is (D33), it can be seen that the compound 
words are formed by a combination of verb (V) and noun (N). 
In this combination, the existing modifier is called a 
premodifier because it appears before the head. 
Based on the examples above, it can be concluded that the 
head in these compound words is noun (N), while the other 
words in the words classes are modifiers. So that these types of 
compound words are called compound noun or noun as the 
head compound words. 
 
b. Compound Verb: Verb as the Head of Compound Words 
This type of compound words is formed by combining 
Verb (V) as the head of the compound words with Noun (N) 
and the other Verb (V) as the modifier. The type of compound 







































Balakai naseli Resilient 
 
The example in the table shows that the compound words 
above are formed by the combination of two element of words. 
Each of these words has their own meanings. When combined 
into the one, it can produce the new words with the new 
meanings. In examples (D33-D36), it can be seen that the 
fourth examples are compound words that formed by the 
combination of verb (V) as the head and noun (N) as the 
modifier of the compound words. Then in examples (D42), it 
appears that the compound words are formed by the 
combination of verb (V) as the head and the other verb (V) as 
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the modifier of the compound words. In this combination, the 
existing combination modifier is called postmodifier because it 
appears after the head of compound words. 
Based on the examples above, it can be concluded that the 
head of these compound words is verb (V), while other words 
are in word class as the modifiers so that these types of 
compound words are called compound verb or verb as the head 
of compound words.  
 
c. Compound Adjective: Adjective as the Head of Compound 
Words 
This type of compound words is built from the combination 
Adjectives (Adj) as the head with the other adjectives (Adj) as 
the modifier. In this combination, each word has its own 
meaning and function. The combination can be seen in the 
following table. 
 
Table 4.10. Adjective as the Head of Compound Words 
No 
Combination 





















Pila modo Pink  
 
The example in the table above shows that the compound 
words are formed by the combination of two element of words. 
Each of these words contains their own meanings. When 
combined into one, it can produce the new words with the new 
meanings. In examples (D56-D58 and D59), it is the 
combination of adjective (Adj) as the head and the other 
adjective (Adj) as the modifier of compound words. In this 
case, the existing modifier is called a postmodifier because it 
appears after the head of compound words. 
Based on the examples above, it can be concluded that the 
head in these compound words is adjective (Adj), while the 
other adjective (Adj) are modifier. So that these types of 
compound words are called compound adjective or adjective as 















1. Based on data analysis that has been done by researcher, it was found 
that in the Bilba dialect there are seven combinations there are: 
combinations of noun (N) with noun (N), adjective (Adj) with noun (N), 
verb (V) with noun (N), noun (N) with verb (V), verb (V) with verb (V), 
noun (N) with adjective (Adj), adjective (Adj) with adjective (Adj).  
2. There are three types of compound words found in the Bilba dialect. 
These three types of compound words can be classified as compound 
noun or noun as the head of compound words, compound verb or verb as 
the head of compound words, and compound adjective or adjective as 
the head of compound words in  Bilba dialect. 
 
B. Suggestions 
Based on the results of the research concluded by the researcher, the 
following are some suggestions that can be submitted relating to the 
implementation of the research as below: 
1. For the Future Researcher 
 Recommended to look for more about some types of 




 Recommended to be more careful in reviewing any data 
that might the researcher not have found. 
 
2. For the Readers 
 Expected to be able to read and provide positive input to 
improve writing results. 
 Recommended to be more familiar with local cultures and 
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Appendices 1. Observation sheet 
1. Ndia   ia    so    tati nanosi  sah 
3SG    is   who        heir      legitimate 
‘He is the rightful heir’ 
 
2. Tasi oe     masok   neni    ofane   dale 
Seawater     in       Conj.   Ship    Prep. 
‘Seawater into the ship’ 
 
3. Heda ana    nai   Lalao   uma    adat       rusak     basa 
Stairs           in   Lalao   home  custom   broken   already 
‘The stairs in the Lalao traditional house are already broken’ 
 
4. Ami   fo      tanolin   malole takadalu   selalu 
1PL  Conj.  taught       corteaous         always 
‘We were taught to always be polite’ 
 
5. Au      huke maaf   karena     ndia   tataon 
1SG    apologize    because   3SG   deed 
‘I apologize for what he did’ 
 
6. Indonesia  adalah  ita     dae    po’a dak 
Indonesia      is     1PL   soil    motherland 
‘Indonesia is the motherland of our blood’ 
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7. Papa     natao      mei na’a       eme      ai 
Father   make   dinning table   Conj.  wood 
‘Father make a wooden dinning table’ 
 
8. Papa dadui   ndia    warna   fulak 
Blackboard  Conj.  Color    white 
‘The blackboard is white’ 
 
9. Pingak   ndia   balisi   seli     ma     balakai naseli 
Plate      that    clean   Adv.  Conj.   Resilient 
‘The plate was very clean and resilient’ 
 
10. Mama     naasa   i’ak   oe minalea 
Mother    buy     fish    freshwater 
‘Mother bought freshwater fish’ 
 
11. Sila    lasele   laisona pila   nai  osi dale 
3PL    plant     red onion     in   garden 
‘They grow red onion in the garden’  
 
